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This year & Dew departure ia the proceedings of the Conference had 
been arranged, fur instead of a series or papers nod discussions it was 
decided to make lli.- meeting entirely [iriLi-iical, ;n Ileitis; probably nt erealer 
valnc lo military surgeons and a unique o[H>oilunity For many who had 
bad no experience of actual warfare of witnessing demonstrations of 
modern artillery and gas warfare, while on the naval side an expedition to 

officer 6 

The Association met on October -1, at the Belvedere Hold, Baltimore, 
Maryland, some 200 members being present. At 10.30 a.m. the formal 
.-jpniin^ began with .1 short pravei bv :i milltare chaplain, followed l,v Fin 
address of welcome delivered by the Hon. \V. V. Hroening. Mayor o[ 
Baltimore. Dr. Peregrine Wroth, 1'resident of the Medical and Chirur- 
gical Societies ol Maryland, then spoke, accentuating the value of the 
Association in bringing together the members serving in the National 
Guard and members sernng in ilie regular Army and Navy. Colonel F. H. 
Vinnp, MX'.. Maryland National Guard, this yearn President of the 
Association, then gave the presidential address. Major Krskine Hume, 
M.C.. U.H. Amiv. introduced the forci-n delegates, who were in turn greeted 
by Lhe President and decorated with the medal of the A..s..ciittion and 

National Guard corresponds with mir Territorial Army, and that medical 
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Ko much, then, for information bearing upon matters ol atlribiiiiibility, 
[hi: i f ii | iHii-t n i ice ol which li'iiu u tln-piiit iiu-rn point of view can hardly be 

over-rated. 

The second object of the journal, namely, as n source of statistical Jala, 
involves me more directly. I hope, therefore, that ] may be forgiven if I 
draw attention to some points which seem to present a liitle difficulty. 

TABLE V.— Perhaps n In explanation of [In- piltp'se of Ihii table may 
not ho out of place. In the Medical Department a chart, which is merely 
a much enlarged Table V, is kept for each station or Beet. The figures 
from the Table V of every journal are entered uu the appropriate chart, and 
the information thus acquired is Bubse.|iu>ii[]y I'lubodied in the station 
remarks of the Report of the Health of the Navy. It will be realized, 
therefore, that Table V is an important item from a statistical point of 
view, and I bope I may he excused if I point out some misapprehensions 
which seem to arise in the compilation of this table. 

(a) The table should only be used to differentiate the diseases covered 
by the general h. ■ailing ■■dimmed in the (able itself. It is unnecessary to 
include diseases from Tables 111 or IV which are self-explanatory, such as 
malaria, bronchitis, Ae. In the later copies of the journal the infirm-lions 
at the head or Table V are so worded as to make this clear. 

(1) "Cases remaining by last return " should not be in el n [led in Table V. 
They have already been abstracted [mm previous journals. 

(e) "Cases received from other ships " should not be shown in Table V. 
These cases are dealt with in the journals of the "original ataipa." 

Tabids III and IV.-"If a singlo journal is rendered lor a period 
including portions of more than one calendar year separate Tables III and 
IV are lo be used for the separate years/' This instruction has been 
included as a beading to Table III in recent issues of the journal. If all 
cases are included in one table the necessary corrections in office are some- 
times of a rather lengthy nature. 

Verification or ] >],\i;kijsi-:*. — It is of ilu< ui. n. --! help if doubtful 

despatched. It is realized that that this may not always be practicable, 
but, where possible, it saves much time sj.ent in searching hospital records. 

Alphabetical Kick LisT.-Kntries of the same person should always 
he planed consecn lively. Scrutinizition of alphabetical sick lists may 
reveal the fact that two or more entries for disease in the same person may 
justifiable be shown as one case. The necessary alterations are made in 
the tables and reduplication of eases is thus avoided. 

Cases Received from other Snips — A separate alphabetical list of 
these cases should always be given. This is necessary lor purposes of 

General Remarks— In connection with the following diseases certain 
details are of importaiici- for inclusion in the Report of the Health of the 

Navy. 
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